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Wolverhampton SACRE
Minutes of the meeting held on the 20 June 2018 

Present: Martin Gomberg – Representative of the Jewish Community - Chair
Cllr Lynne Moran – City of Wolverhampton Council and Cabinet Member for 
Education and Skills
Charlotte Harding – City of Wolverhampton Council 
Rev. Stephen Jackson – Representative of the Baptist Community
Akeel Ahmed – Representative of the Muslim Community 
Ormula Devi – Uplands Junior School
Jaswinder Chagger – Representative of the Sikh Community

Apologies: Mark Cooper – Church of England, Diocese of Lichfield
Daniel Lee – Prospective Representative of the Pentecostal Community
Lat Blaylock – RE Today
Rebecca Wood – Representative of the United Reformed Community
Father Craig Fullard – Representative of the Catholic Community

In attendance: Stephen Pett – RE Today
Becky Fletcher – Clerk 
Charmian Gamble – Prospective Representative of the Church of England 
Community
Rev Ray Gaston

1. Welcome & Introduction
Members were welcomed to the meeting and introductions were held around the table.

2. Apologies
Accepted as above.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting to be approved

RESOLVED: It was agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on the 
24 April 2018 were a true and accurate record. 

4. Matters arising and action points
4.1 Charlotte Harding stated that Cllr. Claire Darke had now been appointed as Deputy Mayor, 

and welcomed Cllr. Lynne Moran, the new Lead Member for Education to the meeting. 
SACRE agreed that Cllr. Lynne Moran be appointed to the board.  

4.2 RESOLVED: That Cllr. Lynne Moran be appointed to SACRE. 

4.3 A discussion took place regarding the substitutes for each community. Charlotte Harding 
requested that all representatives look into finding a substitute for their position. 

4.4 ACTION: For each representative to suggest a substitute for the 
position at the next meeting.  

4.5 Jaswinder Chagger suggested that Rev. David Wright from St Peter’s Church be invited to 
join, and SACRE agreed this. 

4.6 ACTION: For Becky Fletcher to invite Rev. David Wright, from St 
Peter’s Church to SACRE. 
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4.7 A discussion took place regarding the School Workforce Data presented at the previous 
meeting, and Charlotte Harding reported that some research had now been completed on 
this. A brief overview of the findings was reported to SACRE. Charlotte Harding asked 
whether SACRE believed a more formal approach was required and Martin Gomberg asked 
for NASACRE and NATRE’s outlook on this topic. Stephen Pett reported that schools 
highlighting as zero hours would identify as a risk to the DfE and therefore informing schools 
of the data found in the School Workforce report would be beneficial for them. Martin 
Gomberg confirmed that SACRE’s role in this task was not about compliance however was 
about the teaching that was taking place. Charlotte Harding confirmed that an email reminder 
to schools could be sent, including the information that SACRE had received. Akheel Ahmed 
suggested that a form could be created to ask how many hours schools were allocating to 
the teaching of RE and Jaswinder Chagger suggested that Universities could also be 
involved in this process. Members felt that although the remit of SACRE did not reach to RE 
teaching at University, approaches could be made requesting information about the teaching 
of RE at Post 16.

4.8 ACTION: For Charlotte Harding and Becky Fletcher to create a form 
to send out to schools to collect the number of hours spent 
on RE per year group.   

4.9 Charlotte Harding provided a brief history on the previous discussions regarding the wearing 
of Kirpans to SACRE and stated that a draft document had been started in consultation with 
Safeguarding. Charlotte Harding reported that input from the Sikh Community would be 
beneficial and Jaswinder Chagger suggested that the Sikh Gurdwara’s have input. Jaswinder 
Chagger asked whether there had been any issues that had arisen with schools not allowing 
the wearing of Kirpans in Wolverhampton and Charlotte Harding reported that there had 
been one school recently that had not allowed a pupil to wear their Kirpan, but this was 
quickly resolved and all parties had agreed that this had been down to miscommunications 
between the school and parents. 

4.10 ACTION: For Charlotte Harding and Jaswinder Chagger to draft a 
document to bring to the next meeting.  

4.11 Charlotte Harding gave an update on the budget for SACRE, and highlighted that due to an 
error in last year’s payments, the budget for this year would be restricted. Charlotte Harding 
reported that she had consulted RE Today regarding this and they had agreed to reduce the 
cost of their offer, and would seek funding from elsewhere to cover one of the pupil 
conferences. SACRE thanked RE Today for their goodwill on this matter. 

4.12 A discussion took place regarding school visits and Martin Gomberg reported that Interfaith 
have been providing a chargeable service for School Trips for some time. Rev. Ray Gaston 
asked whether the facilitators were quality-assured and Martin Gomberg confirmed this. 
Charlotte Harding reported that she had met with Mike Shelley-Smith from Interfaith and a 
discussion had taken place regarding developing a directory for schools, to also include 
information on members from the different communities who could go into school to provide 
information.    

5. Interfaith Week
5.1 Charlotte Harding stated that Rev. Ray Gaston had been invited to inform SACRE on the 

proposed events taking place during the upcoming Interfaith Week in November. Rev. Ray 
Gaston reported that he had been working with three faith schools looking at visions for 
Wolverhampton in 2020. The children from each individual school worked independently and 
then came together as a group. Rev. Ray Gaston reported that Khayall Theatre Company 
provide theatrical performances on multi-faith story-telling and suggested that this could be 
used for Interfaith Week; Rev Ray Gaston asked whether SACRE would be interested in 
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jointly funding this initiative across the city. Akheel Ahmed asked how much this would cost, 
and Rev. Ray Gaston stated that this would be approximately £400. SACRE agreed that 
using a theatre company was a good way to engage with children, and this was a different 
way of presenting faith. 

5.2 RESOLVED: That SACRE could provide a financial contribution to this 
event. 

5.3 ACTION: For Charlotte Harding and Rev. Ray Gaston to start 
planning for an event to take place during Interfaith with in 
November. 

5.4 [Rev. Ray Gaston left the meeting.]  

6. Report from RE Today
6.1 Stephen Pett distributed an update on the current highlights from RE Today (see attached) 

and gave an overview of the pertinent points. Stephen Pett reported that there had been an 
increase in the number of Ofsted reports referencing RE; this had increased from 9% to 16%. 
It was reported that SIAMs inspection frameworks had changed, and the grading would now 
include Excellent rather than Outstanding. NATRE had produced a survey for primary 
schools, and Stephen Pett asked SACRE to encourage schools to take part.  

6.2 ACTION: For Becky Fletcher to distribute a copy of the Primary 
Survey link to all schools in Wolverhampton via the 
Schools Bulletin.   

7. Ofsted findings during the last quarter
Charlotte Harding gave an overview of the recent Ofsted findings. There had been three 
Ofsted Inspections since the last SACRE meeting; two had been rated as Good and one was 
a monitoring visit. Charlotte Harding gave some examples of where Ofsted had referenced 
religious education, or had reported on the cultural values in school. 

8. SIAMS/Inspection 48 findings during the last quarter
Charlotte Harding reported that there had been no SIAMS Inspections or Inspection 48’s 
since the last SACRE meeting. 

9. SACRE Art Competition
Charlotte Harding reported that an awards evening had taken place, and a class from each 
of the winning schools had attended to receive their prize. Feedback from the schools had 
been extremely positive. Charlotte Harding reported that communication had been sent to all 
Councillors, the Comms team from the Local Authority had been involved to photograph the 
event, and a letter from the Director of Education had been sent to each of the participating 
schools thanking them for taking part. Stephen Pett congratulated Wolverhampton SACRE 
for their efforts. Martin Gomberg thanked the Local Authority for their involvement in making 
this event a success.  

10. Annual Report/ Action Plan
Charlotte Harding stated that it is a statutory responsibility of SACRE to produce an Annual 
Report and a draft report would be produced and brought to the next meeting. 

ACTION: For Charlotte Harding and Becky Fletcher to produce a 
draft Annual Report and Action Plan for approval at the 
next SACRE meeting.

11. Any Other Business
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Jaswinder Chagger reported that Heath Town International Day would take place on 21 July, 
and would include representatives from all faiths within the community. Jaswinder Chagger 
extended an invitation to all members off SACRE.   

12. Date of the next meeting

RESOLVED: That the next meeting would be held on Monday 22 
October 2018 at 6pm. 

The Chair thanked all for attending and closed the meeting at 19:20. 

Signed by the Chair:

Date:


